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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 528 1.7 0.6 2 83.6 98.9

2a 533 1.5 0.5 2 76.8 99.8
2b 523 4.5 2.1 10 45.1 97.9
3 507 3.1 1.6 8 38.3 94.9
4 497 3.6 2.2 8 44.6 93.1
5 518 3.1 3 10 31.5 97
6 514 5 2.2 10 50.1 96.3
7 490 3.6 2 10 35.9 91.8
8 516 9.6 4.8 20 48.2 96.6

83.6 
76.8 

45.1 
38.3 

44.6 
31.5 

50.1 
35.9 

48.2 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

1
2a
2b

3
4
5
6
7
8

Facility Factor % 

Q
ue

st
io

n 

Eduqas AS Psychology Component 1 B290U10-1 

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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5. A teacher was asked which approach was the best: biological or psychodynamic.


Using your knowledge, prepare the teacher’s answer by comparing and contrasting the biological 
and psychodynamic approaches. [10]





















Sticky Note

Crediting loud noise but as the hammer on the bar made the noise this was also credited. Full marks.
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Sticky Note

Assumption briefly explained with appropriate terminology used. 








Sticky Note

This is a compare and contrast answer so meeting an A03 demand. This question was AO2, the candidate was asked to prepare an answer to which approach was best- this is not answered in this response and was therefore only able to access the bottom mark band as A02 element has not been met.













Sticky Note

2 stimuli identified.
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3.  Describe the findings and conclusions of Experiment 1 from Loftus & Palmer’s 


(1974) research 'Reconstruction of automobile destruction: an example of the 
interaction between language and memory.’   [8] 


 


Credit could be given for description of: 
Findings Experiment 1 


 Estimated speeds with the five levels of the independent variable 


Verb mph 


Smashed 40.8 


Collided 39.3 


Bumped 38.1 


Hit 34.0 


Contacted 31.8 


 
 
Conclusions Experiment 1 


 Phrasing of a question can significantly affect a witness’ answer. 


 Actual speed had little effect. 


 Differences may be due to response-bias factors. 


 Question form causes change in subject's memory. 


 Change in memory would predict other false details would also be recalled 
related to verb used. 


 


 Any other relevant findings and conclusions from Experiment 1 Loftus and 


Palmer (1974). 


Marks AO1 


7-8 
 


• Description and level of accuracy is thorough. 
• Depth and range included. 
• Effective use of technology. 


5-6 • Description and level of accuracy is reasonable. 
• Depth and range, but not in equal measure. 
• Good use of terminology. 


3-4 • Description and level of accuracy is basic. 
• Depth or range. 
• Some use of appropriate terminology  


1-2 • Description and level of accuracy is superficial. 
• Very little use of appropriate terminology. 


0 • Inappropriate answer given. 
• No response attempted.  
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6.  Using your knowledge of cognitive psychology and at least one other approach 
explain why a relationship is formed. [10] 


 


Credit could be given for: 
 
Cognitive approach:  


 Relationship Schemas; embodied cognition and linguistic concepts (e.g. 
Sweet love). 
 
AND 
 
Biological approach:  


 Release of hormones and neurotransmitters (e.g. oxytocin). 


 Evolutionary preparedness (e.g. Buss’s work). 


 OR 


 Psychodynamic approach: 


 Bowlby’s theory of attachment; paternal / maternal. 


 Transference. 


 OR 


 Behaviourist approach:  


 Conditioning (classical or operant); cupboard love. 


 OR 


 Positive approach:  


 Connection to others due to positive emotions; subjective wellbeing. 


 


 Any other appropriate explanation. 
 
NB  must be from the cognitive approach and at least one other approach. However, 
candidates might include answers from more than one additional approach- all of 
these could receive credit. 


 
Marks (per 
explanation) 


AO1 


9-10  Explanation and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Depth and range included. 


 Effective use of terminology.  


 Logical structure. 


6-8  Explanation and level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 Depth and range but not in equal measure. 


 Good use of terminology.  


 Mostly logical structure. 


3-5  Explanation and level of accuracy is basic. 


 Depth or range. 


 Some use of appropriate terminology.  


 Reasonable structure. 


1-2  Explanation and level of accuracy is superficial. 


 Very little use of terminology. 


 Answer lacks structure.  


 
0 


 Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


  

















4. Describe the main components of mindfulness OR quality of life therapy. [8]








0



Sticky Note

This question asked the candidate to use the assumptions of the cognitive and one other approach to explain why a relationship is formed. This answer has just explained assumptions with no links to relationships and is therefore bottom band. 
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Sticky Note

This is a compare and contrast answer so meeting an A03 demand. This question was AO2, the candidate was asked to prepare an answer to which approach was best- this is not answered in this response and was therefore only able to access the bottom mark band. 
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Sticky Note

Superficial explanation, little use pf terminology falls into middle band.













Sticky Note

Borderline band 2/3 no real detail. The points mentioned are relevant just need more detail.








7. Critically evaluate the methodology and procedures of Bowlby’s (1944) classic research
‘Forty-four juvenile thieves: Their characters and home-life’.  [10]
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Sticky Note

P1-identification of case study- bit lacking on detail and example.
P2- error carried out in UK not USA 88 not 44 P's.
No evidence for not getting consent - this is presumed rather than factual. There are a lot of points listed in the actual study that can be commented on here, rather than relying on making points about what might have happened. 
This is basic analysis so band 3 is appropriate. 
Basic analysis of methodology and procedures. 























1. State two stimuli used in the procedures of  Watson and Rayner's (1920)
‘Conditioned emotional reactions.’ [2] 


Credit could be given for: 


 White rat.


 Fur coat.


 Rabbit.


 Fire.


 Striking the steel bar.


 Loud noise.


 Any other stimuli mentioned in the original study.


 If candidate offers more than two answers, only the first two answered are
marked.


Marks 
AO1 


2  2 correct stimuli given.


1  1 correct stimuli given.


0  Inappropriate answer given.


 No response attempted.












Sticky Note

Point clearly explained related to question and exemplified.







Sticky Note

Counterpoint to create discussion. Backed up with relevant evidence.



Sticky Note

Again point made and ethical issue raised. Less detail included than previous point made. 
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Sticky Note

ao1 and ao3 band 4.
Good argument, structure social implications covered and reasonable conclusion drawn.












Sticky Note

Just enough to access the 2 marks. Briefly explained and appropriate terminology used.








6. Using your knowledge of cognitive psychology and at least one other approach, explain why a
relationship is formed. [10]













2 








8. Some neuroscientists claim that murderers can now be identified by their brain structure.


Using psychological knowledge, discuss the ethics of neuroscience including its social 
implications. [20]


















Sticky Note

new animals is not credit worthy. This answer has only identified 1 stimuli. 
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Sticky Note

Basic analysis of the procedures with a few good points made and related to the actual study- no mention of methodology. Band 3.
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Sticky Note

3 good paragraphs with examples, details and appropriate terminology. Accurate, depth and range and logical structure. Top Band.






























2. (a) Briefly explain the behaviourist assumption that humans are born a blank 
slate. [2] 


Credit could be given for brief explanation of: 


 Tabula Rasa.


 Behaviour learnt through interaction with the environment.


 Respond passively to environmental stimuli.


 Environmental determinism.


 Not pre-programmed, social and environmental stimuli most important
for our behaviour.


 Nurture rather than nature.


 Any other relevant information.


Marks 
(Per 


assumption) 
AO1 


2  Assumption is briefly explained.


 Use of appropriate terminology.


1  Explanation of assumption is superficial or muddled.


 Little use of terminology.


0  Inappropriate answer given.


 No response attempted.
















Sticky Note

3 positives expanded and exemplified but no conclusion and also no real analysis. Question analyse not evaluate.Mark band 3.












3 








2 








Sticky Note

Basic answer some errors in speeds and minimal credit worthy material on conclusions so band 3. 



Sticky Note

The information on Loftus and Zanni is not relevant as the questions relates to findings and conclusions from the 1974 study and only material contained in this study is creditworthy.



Sticky Note

Hit and bumped are in the wrong order. 








Sticky Note

Only the last paragraph is creditworthy rest is description and last part of sentence is not relevant as Bowlby did try to match genders and ages within control group. Minimal evaluation, bottom band allows credit for description and this is why  the answer attracted some minimal credit.









2. (a) Briefly explain the behaviourist assumption that humans are born a blank slate. [2]
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Sticky Note

Good start- clear argument laid out but only 1 point covered and therefore there is minimal discussion. For A01 this is band 2 and for A03 just gets into band 3. 



Sticky Note

Good introducing the points that will be covered. 
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7. Critically evaluate the methodology and procedures of Bowlby’s (1944) classic 


research 'Forty-four juvenile thieves: Their characters and home-life.’ [10] 
 


Credit could be given for:  


 Strengths and weaknesses of using a series of case studies. 


 Subjectivity- bias. 


 Use of opportunity sampling.  


 Characteristics of the sample chosen.  


 Reliance on memory - methodology and procedural.  


 No causal findings. 


 Operationalisation of separation. 


 Ethics. 


 Use of alternative evidence to support points being made.  
 


 Any other appropriate analysis. 
 
NB Evidence is subjective and one issue can be presented as being both an 
advantage or a disadvantage. 
  


Marks AO3 


9-10  A thorough analysis made of both the methodology and procedures. 


 Clearly linked to the classic research. 


 Examples are well chosen to support the point made. 


 Arguments are well-developed and balanced throughout. 


 Structure is logical. 


 An appropriate conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


6-8  A reasonable analysis made of both the methodology and procedures. 


 Clearly linked to the classic research. 


 Examples are appropriate. 


 Arguments are developed. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


3-5  Basic analysis is made of both the methodology and procedures. 
OR  


 Thorough, well developed linked analysis of either the methodology or 
procedures. 


 Examples are not always relevant. 


 Arguments are not developed. 


 Structure is reasonable. 


 A basic conclusion is reached. 


1-2  Methodology and /or procedures are identified only. 


 There are no examples to support. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


 No conclusion. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


  No response attempted. 
  





















Sticky Note

Marks awarded for the conclusion. Word used and speeds show superficial accuracy.
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4. Describe the main components of mindfulness OR quality of life therapy.  [8] 
 


Mindfulness Quality of Life Therapy 


Credit could be given for description of: 


 Cultivating human characteristics 
central to positive psychology, e.g. 
core character strengths and virtues 
and psychological wellbeing. 


 Gaining control of thoughts. 


 Meditation and mindful breathing. 


 Applying learning to everyday 
activities. 


 


 Any other relevant component. 
 


Credit could be given for description of: 


 Quality of Life Inventory. 


 CASIO model. 


 Three Pillars of Quality of Life 
Therapy. 


 


 Any other relevant component. 


Marks AO1 


7-8 
 


 Description and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Depth and range included. 


 Effective use of terminology. 


 Logical structure.  


5-6  Description and level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 Depth and range but not in equal measure. 


 Effective use of terminology. 


 Mostly logical structure. 


3-4 
 


 Description and level of accuracy is basic. 


 Depth or range. 


 Some use of appropriate terminology. 


 Reasonable structure. 


1-2  Description and level of accuracy is superficial. 


 Very little use of appropriate terminology. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted.    


 
  












5



Sticky Note

Identified 2 components of mindfulness, some reasonable detail included, more reasonable than basic band 4.












6



Sticky Note

There is one point being repeated - has a mini conclusion and covered the point- could lead to social implications  but no real evidence included. Limited exemplars and superficial discussion. Band 2 for both AO1 and A02.












(B290U10-1)


1. State two stimuli used in the procedures of Watson and Rayner’s (1920) research ‘Conditioned
emotional reactions’. [2]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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5. A teacher was asked which approach was the best biological or psychodynamic. 
 
 Using your knowledge prepare the teacher's answer by comparing and contrasting 


the biological and psychodynamic approaches.  [10] 
 


Credit could be given for: 


 The assumptions - the influence of internal / external factors (e.g. to work 
alongside client’s beliefs in reason for behaviour). 


 Effectiveness of therapeutic techniques (use of identifiable research 
findings to support). 


 Objective / scientific nature of approach versus subjective focus on individuals' 
needs. 


 Choice of investigative methods used to study behaviour. 


 Use of human and non-human animals (therefore ability to generalise findings). 


 Medication versus talking therapy. 


 Any other relevant material. 


Marks AO2 


9-10  Description and level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Depth and range are displayed. 


 Exemplars chosen are well chosen. 


 Logical structure. 


 An appropriate conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


6-8  Description and level of accuracy is reasonable.  


 Depth and range is displayed, but not in equal measure. 


 Appropriate exemplars are used. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


3-5  Description and level of accuracy is basic. 


 Depth or range. 


 Exemplars are not always relevant. 


 Structure is reasonable. 


 A basic conclusion is drawn. 


1-2  Description and level of accuracy is superficial. 


 Exemplars identified but not relevant. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


 No conclusion. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


 
  












Sticky Note

Good explains how we might arise at choosing one person for a relationship over another. 
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Sticky Note

Cognitive explanation has some depth, biological explanation less detail. Reasonable, good use of terminology and mostly logical so band 4 but closer to basic than thorough.












Sticky Note

This paragraph would be more effective if it named the approaches it is comparing behaviourism with. This is because most are scientific and therefore casts doubt on whether students actual knows this. 



Sticky Note

Identifies a strength and clearly provides a relevant example. It could provide some analysis as to why being scientific is a strength. 







Sticky Note

Reasonable analysis made of both well developed strengths and weaknesses.Structure logical and therefore band 4.
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8. Some neuroscientists claim that murderers can now be identified by their brain 


structure.  
 
 Using psychological knowledge, discuss the ethics of neuroscience including its 


social implications. [20] 
 
 This debate is linked to the biological approach. However, the materials used in the 


responses may be taken from any approach and perspective within psychology. 
Some reference could also be made to economic and political evidence (as long as it 
is explicitly linked to the psychological issue).  


 


Credit could be given for description of:  


 Therapeutic use. 


 Eugenics. 


 Moral responsibility. 


 Thought crime. 


 Credence given to brain imaging. 


 Credit can be given for specific studies, e.g. Raine et al (1997 ). 


 Freewill. 


 Neuro-marketing. 


 Animal research. 


 Side Effects. 


 Consciousness. 
 


 Any other appropriate material. 


Marks AO1 


10  Exemplars used are well chosen to support the points made. 


 Level of accuracy is thorough. 


 Good coverage of social implications.  


 Depth and range to material included. 


 Effective use of terminology throughout. 


7 -9  Exemplars used are appropriate. 


 Level of accuracy is reasonable. 


 Some coverage of social implications.  


 Depth and range to material used, but not in equal measure. 


 Good use of terminology. 


4 - 6  Exemplars may not always be appropriate. 


 Level of accuracy is basic. 


 Minimal or no coverage of social implications. 


 Depth or range only in material used. 


1 - 3  Exemplars are limited and not always made relevant. 


 Level of accuracy is superficial. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted.  
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 This question is focused mainly on analysing, interpreting and evaluating scientific 
information, ideas and evidence, including in relation to issues, to make judgements 
and reach conclusions.  


 


Credit could be given for discussion of:   


 Therapeutic use. 


 Eugenics. 


 Moral responsibility. 


 Thought crime. 


 Credence given to brain imaging. 


 Credit can be given for specific studies, e.g. Raine et al (1997). 


 Freewill. 


 Neuro-marketing. 


 Animal research. 


 Side Effects. 
 


 Any other appropriate analysis.  
 


Marks AO3 


10  Thorough discussion is made of both sides of the debate including 
social implications. 


 Evaluative comments are evidently relevant to the context. 


 Depth and range of material.  


 Structure is logical throughout. 


 An appropriate conclusion is reached based on evidence presented.  


7-9  Reasonable discussion is made of both sides of the debate including 
social implications. 


 Evaluative comments show some relevance to the context. 


 Depth and range of material but not in equal measure. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached based on evidence presented. 


4-6  Basic discussion of both sides of the debate OR a reasonable 
discussion of only one side of the debate. 


 Evaluative comments are generic and not appropriately 
contextualised. 


 Depth or range only in material used. 


 Structure is reasonable. 


 A basic conclusion is reached.  


1-3  Superficial discussion is made of the debate. 


 Evaluative comments are superficial. 


 Answer lacks structure. 


 No conclusion.  


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted.  


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B290U10-1 EDUQAS  Psychology AS Component 1 MS Summer 2017/JF 












Sticky Note

Very basic information given on this study.



Sticky Note

These points would be more effective if expanded upon. 



Sticky Note

Superficial in accuracy and detail. 







12



Sticky Note

Ao1 basic examples A03 basic discussion but several points used. This accesses band 3 on both A01 and A03 mark grids.



Sticky Note

More accurate knowledge of this point would make the evaluation more effective. 












3 


























3. Describe the findings and conclusions of Experiment 1 from Loftus and Palmer’s (1974) research
‘Reconstruction of automobile destruction: an example of the interaction between language and
memory’. [8]


























Sticky Note

One strength and weakness expanded, last point rep. No analysis. Basic analysis band 3. 
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2. (b) Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the behaviourist approach. [10]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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 (b) Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the behaviourist approach. [10]
  


Credit could be given for:  


 Objective. 


 Nomothetic. 


 Focus on observable behaviour.  


 Use of human and non human animals.  


 Scientific/falsifiability. 


 Ethics. 


 Usefulness (e.g. success of therapeutic applications). 


 Specific comparison with the other approaches.   


 Any other appropriate analysis.   
 
NB There is no definitive list of strengths and/or weaknesses as it is 
subjective and one issue can be presented as being both. 
 


Marks AO3 


9-10  A thorough analysis made of both the strengths and 
weaknesses with well-developed and balanced arguments. 


 Clearly linked to the behaviourist approach. 


 Structure is logical throughout. 


 An appropriate conclusion is reached based on evidence 
presented. 


6-8  A reasonable analysis made of both strengths and 
weaknesses with well-developed and balanced arguments. 


 Clearly linked to the behaviourist approach. 


 Structure is mostly logical. 


 A reasonable conclusion is reached based on evidence 
presented. 


3-5  Basic analysis is made of both strengths and weaknesses 
 OR  
 Reasonable analysis of either strengths or weaknesses. 


 Comments may be generic with no link to behaviourist 
psychology through use of examples. 


 A basic conclusion is reached. 


1-2  Strengths and /or weaknesses are identified only. 


 There are no examples to support. 


 No conclusion. 


0  Inappropriate answer given. 


 No response attempted. 


 
  












Sticky Note

Point made and is backed up with a relevant example.







Sticky Note

Contrasting point made and again relevant example included. 



Sticky Note

Slight confusion over terminology here referring to idiographic rather than holistic. 
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Sticky Note

Conclusion that comes from what has previously been discussed. Answers what is best so is able to access the full range of marks and does compare and contrast. This falls into the top mark band. 











